Development of Dirofilaria and Setaria nematodes in Aedes albopictus.
The development of Dirofilaria repens, D immitis and Setaria labiatopapillosa up to L3 stage was documented in a laboratory colony of Aedes albopictus originating from specimens collected in Civitavecchia (Central Italy). The susceptibility of Ae albopictus and its plastic trophic habits, strongly suggest that this mosquito may contribute to the spreading of these nematodes in the country. It is particularly emphasized the danger for human health of an increased probability of transmission of Dirofilaria in urban areas.